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XX VITI.—On the Birds of Northern Tibet. 
By Col. N. Przewausni*. 


In the class of Birds Northern Tibet is still poorer than in 
mammals, as among the former in no single case is the 
poverty of species made up for by an unusual number of indi- 
viduals. Altogether we met with only 51 species of birds in 
Tibet, as shown in the following table :— 


Residents. Passing migrants. Winter visitants. 


Aceipitwes ...... i 9 3 
Pa., 9 o 
Columb ...... ] 
(allie ........ 2 = 
Grallatores ...... 6 
Natatores ...... 5 
19 29 3 


To this list we might be justified in adding 15 other species, 
which we met with on the mountains of Burehan-Buba, 
Goschili, Tolai, and Torai, in the ranges bordering upon 
Zaidam. Of these last-mentioned 15, 6 were residents, 2 
passing migrants, and 7 winter visitants. We pursued our 
ornithological investigations in Northern Tibet only in 
autumn and winter, and therefore cannot speak of the species 
that arrive in the spring and breed there; but in all pro- 
bability the number of such species is insignificant. 

The most prominent representatives of the hird-fauna of 
Northern Tibet are the Vultures (Gypaetus barbatus, Vultur 
monachus, Gyps himalayensis), Ravens (Corvus coras), 
Choughs (Fregilus graculus), Tibetan Larks (Melanocorypha 
maxima), Mountain-Finches (Onychospiza taczanowskii, 
Pyrrhulauda ruficollis, P. barbata), and Podoces humilis. 
Of the Pigeon family only one species—the Rock-Dove (Co- 

* [Translated from an article in Petermann’s ‘ Mittheilungen, Heft i. 
1x34. It is much to be regretted that no English account has yet ap- 
peared of Col, Przewalski’s third great journey in Central Asia (1879-30). 
A chart of his route is given in Petermann’s ‘ Mittheilungen,’ 1883, 
Ileft viii. As that of the only naturalist who has penetrated into Tibet 
from the north, his account of its bird-life cannot fail to he of interest to 
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lumba rupestris)—is found ; the Gallinaceous birds are repre- 
sented by two species, the Tibetan Giant Partridge (Mega- 
loperdix tibetanus) and the Tibetan Three-toed Sand-Grouse 
(Syrrhaptes tibetanus), and of the Waders and Swimmers we 
only saw a few autumnal migrants on passage. 

This poverty of the ornis is easily explained by the extreme 
unfitness of the physical and geographical features of the 
country for bird-life. There are neither trees nor bushes 
upon the seeds of which birds could feed and in which they 
could nest; the mostly saline lakes have no fish; the banks 
of the rivers are uniformly open and bare; and the moun- 
tains have few rocks for the alpine birds to resort to. No 
wonder therefore that over the great expanse which we 
traversed we found only nineteen species of resident birds, 
and the list would hardly be doubled if the whole remaining 
portion of Northern Tibet westwards to the Karakorum 
were explored. Even the migrants hasten to traverse 
Northern Tibet without halting, and only a few Raptores 
linger a little time in the autumn, allured by the number- 
less Pikas (Lagomys ladacensis), which offer them a ready 
- sustenance. But even this circumstance, which usually plays 
an important part in the selection of a winter home, cannot 
induce our Raptores to stay through the winter; for the 
greater number of them hasten further south to the Brah- 
maputra valley, or perhaps even across the Himalayas. Only 
three species remain, Archibuteo aquilinus, A. strophiatus, 
and Falco sacer, and of these, too, but a very restricted 
number of individuals. 

Large Waders, such as Cranes (Grus cinerea and G. virgo), 
traverse Northern Tibet in enormous flocks in autumn with- 
out halting; at the same season water-fowl also pass over. 
The Passeres, especially those that frequent woods, appa- 
rently perform the transit by some more eastern route and 
avoid the high ranges. During the whole of the later autumn 
(after Sept. 20th) we saw only twenty-nine species of Passeres. 
In spring the migration is, most probably, still more reduced 
in numbers, because the spring season is still more inclement 
than the autumn. In summer certainly only the resident 
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species and a few desert and mountain birds nest in Northern 
Tibet. 

The mountain-edge of the Tibetan plateau bordering on 
Zaidam affords more attractive ground for wintering and, 
indeed, for residence. On their northern outliers, which are 
developed into a grand Alp-like chain, amongst the deep 
gullies, the banks of which are clothed with dense thickets of 
Myricaria, and here and there open into very presentable 
little meadows—amongst these more cndurable retreats some 
of the resident and wintering species which are not met with 
on the highlands find a friendly asylum. Of the resident 
birds the commonest are the Wall-creeper (Tichodroma mu- 
raria), the Brown Accentor ( Accentor fulvescens), the Moun- 
tain- Partridge (Caccabis magna) ; and of the winter visitants 
the Mountain-Finches (Leucosticte hematopygia and Monti- 
fringilla adamsi), which collect together in enormous flocks, 
aud the Solitary Snipe (Scolopax solitaria), which is found 
solitary near the water-springs. 


XXIX.—Notes on Woodpeckers.—No. VIII. On the Genus 
Hemicercus. By Epwarp Harerrt, F.Z.S. 


Perwaps in no genus of Woodpeckers has there been so 
much confusion as in Hemicereus, owing partly to the 
various stages of plumage through which H. sordidus and 
H. concretus pass, and also to the careless determination of 
the sexes, to which the specimens of H. canente and H. cor- 
datus have been subject. The researches of later years have, 
I think, scttled the latter vexed question beyond all doubt ; 
and the large series of specimens of H. sordidus which has 
been at my disposal has enabled me to offer, as I trust, a 
satisfactory solution of a difficulty which has been present 
for many years to students of the Malayan avifauna. 

Three ornithologists of note have written on the latter 
subject. First of all, Count Salvadori, who recognizes the 
four following species of the present genus as inhabiting the 
Indo-Malayan region :— 


